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Mister Chair,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the EU.

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*,

Montenegro*, Serbia* and Albania*, the country of the Stabilisation and

Association Process and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as

the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, align themselves with this

statement.

At the outset let me thank you and your Bureau for preparing this substantial

programme of work. Let me also thank all members of the Secretariat and ACABQ

for all their work in preparation of this very important session covering the

budgets of peacekeeping operations as well as the reform initiatives of the

Secretary-General. We attach great importance to the timely availability of all

documents in all languages. We also believe this Committee should be able to

deal with all items during normal working hours.

Mr Chair,

The Member States of the European Union are strong supporters of UN

peacekeeping and recognise it as a core task of the Organisation. We are

committed to ensuring that the organisation is effective and accountable in

maintaining peace and security. We stand ready to support the Secretary-General

in ensuring that peacekeeping has the necessary means to succeed in an

increasingly complex environment. We are convinced that this session, the Fifth

Committee will continue to play a key role in advancing the idea of efficient and

effective missions that are adequately financed and equipped to carry out their

important mandates.

We are, of course, aware of the demanding and challenging conditions in which

peacekeepers carry out their work, especially in light of recent deadly attacks. We

would like to commend the continued hard work and commitment of all UN

personnel operating in peace operations, and welcome the SG's efforts to further

* The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the
Stabilisation and Association Process.



reform the delivery of peacekeeping in the field, to focus on improved

performance, accountability, security, and effectiveness.

We are as always deeply appreciative of their sacrifices and commend their

commitment. The Member States of the European Union pay tribute to all those

who have lost their lives while serving in a UN peacekeeping mission°

Mister Chair,

The Member States of the European Union welcome once again the reform

initiatives launched by Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in the areas of

management, development, and peace and security. Improving the effectiveness

of the UN should remain our primary goal.

We also welcome the recent resolutions by the GA [and UNSC] on the importance

of implementation of the SG's vision on sustaining Peace as a key enabler for an

enhanced focus on prevention.

The role of the Fifth Committee is critical during this Second Resumed Session.

Our work this year will have an impact far beyond this committee. In our view, in

order to allow effective implementation by January Ist 2019, the General

Assembly must consider, make every effort to find an agreement, and take action

on all reform related initiatives - with actual improvements for the organization -

during this session.

We are convinced that under your leadership and guidance, this committee will

fully assume its role, mandate and responsibilities in supporting the Secretary-

General's reform-related endeavours in a timely manner and with constructive

discussion. Reform related items are crucial to the effective functioning of the

organization in light of new and complex challenges.

For all these reasons, we support extending the session in light of the heavy

workload.

The Member States of the European Union will work closely with all Member

States and partners in a spirit of good faith, transparency and constructive

cooperation.



Once again, we are grateful to you, your Bureau and the Secretariat, and we

count on them to lead us though this particularly challenging and critical session.

Thank you, Mister Chair.




